Abstract: Bowen's disease is a type of squamous cell carcinoma in situ of the skin. The pigmented form is rare and represents less than 2% of cases. We report a case of a 74-year-old black man with a blackened and asymptomatic leg injury for about 6 months. Clinically, and under dermatoscopy, the injury was suggestive of melanoma or melanoacanthoma, and a definitive diagnosis was made by histopathological examination.
INTRODUCTION
Pigmented Bowen's disease is a rare squamous cell carcinoma in situ, most prevalent in patients that are male and older than 70 years of age. 1 It was first described in 1912 by J. T. Bowen and presents the potential to develop into an invasive tumor. 2, 3 Clinically, it manifests as a well-defined, asymptomatic and slow-growing erythematous plaque with a scaly or crusted surface. 2, 3 The main risk factors are sun exposure, arsenic intoxication, immunosuppression, human papillomavirus (HPV) infection, trauma and ionizing radiation. [1] [2] [3] [4] The pigmented variant is rare; according to Ragi et al., in a 1988 review of 420 cases, only seven (1.7%) were pigmented Bowen's disease. 1, 3, 4 This form is most prevalent in black men around 70 years of age and in photoprotected areas, which differs from the non-pigmented form. 5 The main differential diagnoses of the pigmented form include seborrheic keratosis, melanoma, pigmented actinic keratosis, solar lentigo, pigmented basal cell carcinoma, with areas without structures (n = 18). Furthermore, according to the histopathology, 17.3% of cases (n = 9) were associated with seborrheic keratosis. 4 In our case, the blackened blotch and the area of bluish-gray veil made the lesion highly suspicious for melanoma associated or colliding with preexisting seborrheic keratosis. We also proposed the hypothesis that the blackened part of the lesion was a melanoacanthoma, which can also mimic melanoma. 9 The term 'melanoacanthoma' denotes a rare and intensely pigmented Collecting, analysis and interpretation of data Gabriella Campos-do-Carmo 0000-0003-2258-5823
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